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Digitisation and internet technologies have changed the production, distribution and
consumption patterns associated with academic publishing. Growing numbers of
researchers are now usging social media for scholarly communication activities. In
doing so they are creating content and leaving behind digital traces of their activities,
which constitute an increasingly important source of data for quantitative
information studies. These data sources include downloads, social media shares,
usage data relating to academic portals like Academia.edu and Mendeley, as well as
other measures of impact which together constitute ‘altmetrics data’.

By applying altmetrics methods it is now possible to gain new insight into how the
products of research are influencing society. The objective of Alkim's research is to
shed light on the roles and impacts of open access scholarly books by examining
altmetrics data associated with Knowledge Unlatched collections.
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