Necessity is the mother of (re)invention: the future for libraries
A seminar will be held at the State Library of Western Australia on Wednesday 28 April.  This is an event not to be missed by those with an interest in community based public library services.

The seminar is intended to strengthen the vision for the development of public libraries in Western Australia and also support the work currently underway with the reform of public library services.  

The seminar will challenge the current ways of thinking about the delivery of public library services in meeting future community needs, and will also have a strong focus on strategic approaches to innovation and change.
We are pleased to have three high calibre speakers attending the seminar.  Biographies for the speakers are below.

A copy of the seminar flyer is attached for your information.  Please rsvp via email to janet.deegan@slwa.wa.gov.au to confirm your place at the seminar.  Details for payment are included on the flyer.
BIOGRAPHIES & BRIEF ABSTRACTS:
Dr N Varaprasad

Dr Varaprasad is the Chief Executive of the National Library Board Singapore, overseeing the development and operations of the National Library Singapore, the network of public libraries as well as the operations of several special libraries in the country, totalling 40 different libraries.  
Issues and Challenges facing Public Libraries

In his talk, Dr Varaprasad asks how public libraries can maintain their value proposition to stakeholders and users, in a world where librarians themselves are being disintermediated.  How can libraries infiltrate the private virtual spaces of patrons, and should we?  He shares NLB Singapore’s experiments in reaching out.

Dr Axel Bruns
Dr Bruns is Associate Professor, ARC Centre of Excellence for Creative Industries and Innovation, Queensland University of Technology. He is a Chief Investigator in the ARC Centre of Excellence for Creative Industries and Innovation (CCi), and the author of Blogs, Wikipedia, Second Life and Beyond: From Production to Produsage (2008) and Gatewatching: Collaborative Online News Production (2005), and the editor of Uses of Blogs with Joanne Jacobs (2006; all released by Peter Lang, New York). 
Outreach and Co-Curation: Engaging with Library Users
The world of social media provides a range of challenges and opportunities for libraries and librarians. Like many other institutions, libraries need to find new ways of engaging with their users through Web 2.0 platforms, and this necessarily will have to be a two-way conversation: with the continuing growth in user-led content creation, or produsage, comes an increase in user-led information management, organisation, tagging, classification - in short, a growing trend towards user-led curation of the digital media universe. What Mark Pesce has described as 'coolfinding' is now no longer an isolated activity conducted in small-scale networks of friends, but - through the tools of Web 2.0 - has become an organising principle for the entire Web. This collaboration is making Pierre Lévy's once utopian vision of the 'cosmopedia' appear more and more like a realisable possibility.

This presentation will outline current and future developments in the field, and consider the role that professional curators and librarians may be able to play as these trends continue.

Frank McGuire  is Founder Global Learning Village, A member of the Hume Global Learning Village Advisory Board at Hume City; also the chair of the Safe City Task Force at Hume.
The Global Learning Village is designed to provide the social infrastructure necessary for 21st Century communities. It can be established in conjunction with schools, libraries, childcare centres, sporting facilities or other community hubs.

