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Background 

In  many  respects  indigenous  psychologies  remain  marginalised  in  the  broader  discipline  of 

psychology. Previous psychological research has all but ignored indigenous histories, circumstances, 

and worldviews. Further, it rarely employs cultural concepts germane to these distinct groups in an 

interpretation of their lived realities. This omission reflects a missed opportunity. The development 

of many  indigenous psychologies has been closely associated with processes of decolonization and 

with assisting minority groups  to  find a voice and gain access  to  resources  for  self‐determination. 

Dissatisfaction with  the unquestioned, derivative, and explicative nature of psychological  research 

that is deeply rooted in individualistic strands of Western psychology has led indigenous researchers 

to  look outside  the discipline  in order  to begin solving  the devastating problems within  their own 

communities.  

Many decisions shaping the circumstances of indigenous peoples are made beyond their lifeworlds, 

and it is up to us, as critical Indigenous scholars working with community groups, to help bridge this 

divide  through advocacy and  joint action. As current and  future psychologists, we need  to situate 

our work within  local  socio‐political  contexts.  This  special  issue will highlight  analytic  approaches 

informed by indigenous world views which are crucial for extending our psychological engagements 

with human diversity in more complex and relevant ways. 

Focus of the special issue 

This  special  issue  explores  the  breadth  of  indigenous  psychologies  through  the  current work  of 

emerging indigenous researchers. The primary aims of the issue are to: 

 To  showcase  the  breadth  of  research  currently  being  conducted  by  emerging  indigenous 

researchers on issues of relevance to indigenous people 

 To profile the diversity of indigenous research 

 To  consider  the  position  of  emerging  indigenous  psychologies  within  the 

broader discipline of Aotearoa, Australia and the wider South Pacific.  

Indigenous psychologies recognise that people have a complex and highly developed understanding 

of themselves and there  is more than one  legitimate psychological approach to understanding the 

social  world,  the  place  of  different  people  within  it  and  frameworks  for  conceptualising  social 

relations.  



 

 

Preference of submissions: 

Preference will be given to submissions from emerging indigenous researchers engaged in work that 

is  fundamentally  action  orientated  and  focused  on  real  world  problems  faced  by  Indigenous 

communities. 

 

Deadlines and submission process 

The deadline for submissions is Friday the 19 August, 2011. The issue will be published in early 2012. 

Authors should read the Instruction to Authors document attached to the call for submission process 

and formatting. Further information can be obtained from Mohi Rua on mrua@waikato.ac.nz. 
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Submission process for Manuscripts 

 
The Australian Community Psychologist publishes work that is of relevance to community 
psychologists and others interested in the field. Research reports should be methodologically 
sound. Theoretical or area review papers are welcomed, as are letters, brief reports and papers 
by newer contributors to the discipline. Contributions towards the four sections of the journal 
are sought. 
 
The Australian Community Psychologist is published twice per year and online and is 
available via the website of the Australian Psychological Society’s College of Community 
Psychologists’ page (http://www.groups.psychology.org.au/GroupContext.aspx?ID=883). 
 
Articles 
Contributions that are state of the art reviews of professional and applied areas and reviews 
and essays on matters of general relevance to community psychologists. They are between 
4,000 and 5,000 words, including all tables, figures and references. 
 
Research Reports 
This section is for the publication of empirical research reports relevant to community 
psychologists. They are between 4,000 and 5,000 words, including all tables, figures and 
references. 
 
Practice Issues 
This section publishes individual manuscripts and collections of manuscripts which address 
matters of general, professional and public relevance, techniques and approaches in 
psychological practice, professional development issues, and professional and public policy 
issues. 
 
Book Reviews 
The journal publishes book reviews of up to 1,000 words. Books reviewed relate directly to 
the major areas of practice in community psychology. 
 
Review and Publication of Manuscripts 
The acceptable word processing programme format is Microsoft Word. All manuscripts are 
to be submitted electronically to the: 
Co-editor 
Mohi Rua 
email: mrua@waikato.ac.nz 
 
If authors experience any difficulty with electronic submission, hard copy materials together 
with a disc copy should be sent to: 
Mohi Rua 
Maori & Psychology Research Unit 
School of Psychology  
The University of Waikato 



 

 

Private Bag 3105 
Hamilton 3240 
New Zealand 
 
With the exception of book reviews, all contributions are blind-reviewed. 
Articles submitted for review must be original works and may not be under consideration 
elsewhere. 
 
It is a condition of publication that authors assign the copyright of their articles to the 
Australian Psychological Society. 
 
All manuscripts for consideration for publication in The Australian Community Psychologist 
must be formatted according to the instructions for authors below. 
 
Instructions for Authors 
The following constitutes advice to contributors that is relevant generally to all journal 
sections. 
 
Every submission must include: 
A cover letter stating the section of the journal to which the author(s) wish to submit the 
article. 
 
The complete manuscript including title page, abstract, text, tables, acknowledgements, 
references and illustrations. 
 
Written permission from the publisher (copyright holder) to reproduce any previously 
published tables, illustrations or photographs. 
 
Manuscripts should be arranged as follows: 

Title page 
Abstract (150 words max) and keywords 
Text 
Acknowledgements 
Disclosures if required 
References 
Short biography of author/s (e.g., name, institution, country, indigenous affiliation(s),

 tribal affiliation(s) which will be published in the ‘list of authors’). 
Address for correspondence from readers (e.g., an email address) 

Tables and figures should be placed in the correct position within the body of the text. 
Number pages consecutively, beginning with the Title page as page 1. 
 
Sections of the Manuscript 
Title Page should contain: 

Title: Should be short and informative. Recommended length is between 10 and 12
 words. 
Short title with a maximum of 50 characters 
Author: This should include the author’s name in the preferred form of given name,
 family name. 
Institution and Affiliations: This identifies the location where the author(s) undertook
 the investigation. 



 

 

Corresponding Author: Provide the name, exact postal address with post code, 
  telephone number, fax number and email address of the author to whom 
  communications and requests for reprints should be sent. 
 
Indigenous Languages  
We encourage the use of non-English or indigenous words in the text of the manuscript with the 
use of English words in brackets. We do not encourage the use of italics for indigenous or non-
English words. 
 
If words require lengthy definitions or qualifying information, insert a footnote (but keep this to a 
minimum). 
 
A glossary for all indigenous or non-English words at the end of the article will be helpful.  
 
Be aware that the reader and your audience may not have competency in the indigenous language 
you are using. 
 
Specific Formatting Requirements 
Paper Size, Margins, Alignment 
A4 page, ALL margins 2.5cm. 
Spacing 
All text double spacing, left aligned (not justified) unless otherwise specified. 
Font & Size 
Times New Roman, 12pt unless otherwise specified. 
Paper Title 
14pt, bold, centred, sentence case. 
Place one line after the paper title. 
Abstract and Keywords 
12pt, italics, left aligned. 
Place one blank line before and after the abstract. 
The abstract must be no more than 200 words. 
Place up to 6 (six) keywords. 
Normal Text 
12pt, Times New Roman double line-spacing, left aligned (not justified) 
Do not leave line spaces between paragraphs but indent the first line of each paragraph. 
Long Quotes (roughly, quotes of 30 words or more) 
12pt, italics, indented 1 cm left and right 
1st Level Heading 
Sentence case, bold, centred, not italics. 
1st Level of Subheading 
12pt, italics, sentence case, left aligned. 
Leave one line space before this level of subheading. 
Do not number subheadings. 
2nd Level of Subheading 
12pt, italics, sentence case, left aligned. Text should continue on the same line. 
Leave one line space before this level of subheading. 
Tables, Figures, and Diagrams 
Captions in 12pt and typed below the figure. These should be black and white and inserted in 
the correct place within the body of the text. Do not allow a figure or table to be split over 
two pages or to be separated from its label or caption. 
Diagrams, illustrations, graphs, etc, must be 'screen readable'. This means fully legible and 



 

 

readable on screen when displayed at widths that ideally do not exceed about 750 pixels and 
certainly should not exceed 1000 pixels. 
Page Numbers 
Insert page numbers at the top of the page, right aligned, beginning with the title page. 
Footnotes 
Avoid using footnotes. 
References and Citations 
Use the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association Sixth Edition citation 
and reference style. List references under the 1st level subheading, 

 


