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The Presenter


Arthur Veno is a long time academic who now devotes much of his time to social activism and authoring popular books. Initially trained in Community and Social Psychology at the University of California, San Francisco, Art has held many varied positions in academic institutions around Australia and Africa. He is the author of The Brotherhoods: An inside look at Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs which reached number 3 on the Australian Best Seller list, and is currently finishing his second book for Constable and Robinson (UK), due for release in September 2007.  He is well-known to community psychologists as co-author (with David Thomas) of the seminal Australian/New Zealand textbook Psychology and Social Change (1996, Dunsmore Press, and foundation Editor of the journal Network (now the Australian Community Psychologist).





Abstract


Entry of researchers into a subculture can be fraught with personal and methodological problems.  This presentation draws on a community psychology intervention by Arthur Veno and VU graduate Julie Van Den Eynde, PhD,  that required one researcher to become deeply immersed into the subculture of Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs (OMCs).  The Insider – Outsider technique they used allowed a complete re-framing of the role of women involved with OMCs.  Previous research associated with OMCs defined women only by their sexual and economic values to OMC members. When the women were actually interviewed and observed in their own right, and a replicable methodology used, the findings normalised the role of OMC women. The study is framed in the context of Rappaport’s (2000) formulations that a major task of community psychology is to transform tales of terror into tales of joy, and notes how the case of the women who associate with OMCs illuminates the use of profane methodologies for political purposes.





LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED.  Staff, students and visitors most welcome. Limited parking may be available in the University car park on Ballarat Rd. Metered street parking also available.  Bookings not essential but helpful for catering. 


RSVP:	Terri Adorna 9919 5052 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:heather.gridley@vu.edu.au" ��heather.gridley@vu.edu.au�				











